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I. LEGISLATIVE NEWS AND ACTIVITY
National President Chuck Canterbury was in Washington, DC this week and, along with Executive Director Jim Pasco, met with Kevin O'Connor, Assistant to the General President of the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) to discuss issues of mutual concern.

Executive Director Pasco met with Richard P. Michalski, General Vice President for the International Associations of Machinists, to discuss collect bargaining issues in South Carolina.

Executive Director Pasco, Maryland National Trustee Rick Fulginiti and Maryland State Lodge Vice President O'Brien Atkinson attended a special screening for public safety officers of the film Contagion hosted by the Motion Picture Association of America. The event was well-attended by law enforcement, fire, and Administration officials.

Senior Legislative Liaison Tim Richardson represented the FOP at a meeting of the National Officers' Safety and Wellness Group.


II. THIS WEEK IN CONGRESS
Both the House and the Senate were in session this week. Both chambers are scheduled to be in recess next week although they may remain in session to finish their work on the continuing resolution.

Action in the House
The House considered and rejected H.R. 2608, the “Small Business Program Extension and Reform Act of 2011,” a stop-gap funding measure to keep the government open after 1 October. The measure was rejected by a vote of 195-230 but is expected to be reconsidered on Friday.

The House considered and passed H.R 2189, the “Death in Custody Reporting Act of 2011,” by a vote of 398-18. The bill, which requires states that receive certain criminal justice assistance grants to report to the Attorney General on a quarterly basis certain information regarding the death of any person who is detained, arrested, en route to incarceration, or incarcerated in state or local facilities or a boot camp prison, was sent to the Senate for its consideration.

The House considered and passed H.R 2944, a bill to provide for the continued performance of the functions of the United States Parole Commission, by unanimous vote.

Action in House Committees
The Committee on Homeland Security considered and favorably reported H.R. 915, the “Jaime Zapata Border Enforcement Security Task Force Act,” which would establish a Border Enforcement Security Task Force program to enhance border security by fostering coordinated efforts among Federal, state and local border and law enforcement officials to protect United States border cities and communities from trans-national crime, including violence associated with drug trafficking, arms smuggling, illegal alien trafficking and smuggling, violence and kidnapping along and across the international borders of the United States.

The Committee on Homeland Security considered and favorably reported H.R. 1299, the “Secure Border Act of 2011.” The bill would direct the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) to submit to the House Committee on Homeland Security and the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs a comprehensive strategy for gaining operational control of the international borders of the United States within five years.

Action in the Senate
The Senate considered and passed by a voice vote H.R. 2883, a bill to amend part B of title IV of the Social Security Act to extend the child and family services program through fiscal year 2016.

Action in Senate Committees
The Senate Committee on Appropriations approved the FY 2012 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies; Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs; and Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bills. All three appropriations bills will now move to the floor for consideration.


III. UPDATE ON FOP TOP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
For the complete list of cosponsors for all of our top legislative priorities, or to find out if your Representative and Senators are cosponsors of specific bills, check out http://thomas.loc.gov.

A. Social Security Issues 

(1) Support the H.R. 1332, the "Social Security Fairness Act"
We currently have one hundred and thirteen (113) cosponsors on H.R. 1332. Please note that this total differs slightly from THOMAS, as we are not including Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), who has limited voting rights on the floor. We are also not including Representative David Wu (D-OR), who resigned his seat earlier this year, or Representative Dean Heller (R-NV), who was appointed to fill the Senate seat vacated by Senator John Ensign (R-NV).

Eight cosponsors were added to this bill this week: Representatives Jason Altmire (D-PA), Judy Biggert (R-IL), Steve Chabot (R-OH), Steve Cohen (D-TN), Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Mary 

In addition, National Legislative Office staff are actively working with staff in the office of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) on S. 113, the "Public Servant Retirement Protection Act." This legislation would not impact the Government Pension Offset (GPO) but would repeal the Windfall Elimination Provision and replace it with a more equitable, individualized calculation of Social Security benefits based on an individual’s entire work history. Currently, there are no cosponsors on the bill.

The House companion bill, H.R. 2797 has been introduced by Representative Kevin P. Brady (R-TX). The bill currently has six (6) cosponsors.


(2) Opposing any legislation that would require the participation of public employees in Social Security
The FOP will continue to lobby against this scheme and oppose any legislation which would mandate participation in Social Security.

B. Support the "Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act"
This legislation, which would guarantee the right of public safety employees to bargain collectively with their employers over hours, wages and conditions of employment, has not yet been introduced. 

C. Support H.R. 1789, the "State and Local Law Enforcement Discipline, Accountability and Due Process Act"
We currently have six (6) cosponsors on H.R. 1789.

The Senate companion bill has not yet been introduced, but we are working with staff in the office of Senator Amy J. Klobuchar (D-MN) to develop such a bill.

D. Support the H.R. 327, the "Law Enforcement Officers’ Equity Act" and S. 985, the “Law Enforcement Officers’ Retirement Equity Act”

We currently have a total of ten (10) cosponsors on H.R. 327.

We currently have no cosponsors on S. 985.

E. Support the H.R. 324, legislation giving Federal law enforcement officers employed by the U.S. Department of Defense statutory arrest authority 
We currently have a total of ten (10) cosponsors on H.R. 324.

A Senate companion bill has not yet been introduced.


IV. FOP NEWS: Help the FOP Foundation by singing up for the FOPConnect
With the summer issue of the FOP Journal and biennial conference in Salt Lake City, 911Media is launching a campaign to raise money for the FOP Foundation. Between July 1 and September 30, 2011, 911Media will donate $1 to the Foundation for every FOP member in good standing who completes a new registration at FOPConnect .com. The promotion is announced in the upcoming summer issue of the Journal.

In order to make it successful, we need your help. Please reach out to your members and ask them to sign up to receive the electronic newsletters. Use your lodge website, publications, email, meetings and other means of communication during the 90-day period to encourage their membership to sign up. 

We could potentially raise upwards of $321,000 for the FOP Foundation and in doing so, stay informed with the FOP and trends in law enforcement at the same time. Remember, the clock is ticking!!! This donation offer ends September 30th.


Support the National FOP Foundation--sign up for FOP Connect!


V. Do Your Friends Get Grassroots?
Make sure your friends and coworkers know about our weekly updates! The grassroots emails are the most accurate source of information about the FOP on the Hill­ covering information on meetings, bills, and events.

To add your name from our mailing list, please send an email to grassroots@fop.net with ADD and the State in which you live, in the Subject Line.


VI. NFOP PAC 2011 Official Pocket Knife Campaign Continues
Pocket knives are selling fast! Get your pocket knife now before they sell out! For information on the knife and how to order, please visit our website at http://www.fop.net/legislative/pac/knife.shtml or contact the National Legislative Office at (202) 547-8189.


VII. National Legislative Office is now on Facebook!
Because our grassroots are so important to our efforts on Capitol Hill, we have created a National Legislative Office Facebook page to keep our members informed.

Take a moment now to join our Facebook page to stay current with the latest information from Washington, DC. Please feel free to join in any of our discussions and don't forget to invite all your FOP brothers and sisters to join!



