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I. LEGISLATIVE NEWS AND ACTIVITY
National President Chuck Canterbury, National Vice President Ed Brannigan, National Treasurer Tom Penoza, Executive Director Jim Pasco, and Senior Legislative Liaison Tim Richardson participated in a conference call with Vice President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., who provided a briefing on the elements of the Administration’s jobs plans which was laid out by President Barack H. Obama II in a speech to a joint session of Congress on Thursday night. See Item IV for additional details.

Executive Director Jim Pasco attended a reception hosted by Vice President Biden preceding the President’s address to Congress Thursday night.

Senior Legislative Liaison Richardson represented the FOP at a meeting of the Public Pension Network (PPN) to discuss the potential impact of the coming changes in the standards employed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) and to discuss the issues related to the current Internal Revenue Service regulation regarding the term “normal retirement age.”

Senior Legislative Liaison Richardson met with former Assistance Attorney General for Legislative Affairs William E. Moschella and representatives of FairplayUSA to discuss the need for enhanced enforcement strategies with respect to the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act (UIGEA). 


II. THIS WEEK IN CONGRESS
Both the House and the Senate returned to session following the month-long August recess.

Action in the House
The House considered and amended H.R. 1892, “the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012.” The bill is scheduled for further consideration on Friday.

The House considered and passed H.R. 2382, the “Extend Generalized System of Preferences” bill, by a voice vote.

Action in House Committees
The Committee on Homeland Security will held a hearing entitled “The Attacks of September 11th: Where are We Today.” Witnesses included The Honorable Lee Hamilton, Former Vice-Chairman, National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States; The Honorable Tom J. Ridge, Former Secretary of Homeland Security; and The Honorable Eugene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the United States, Government Accountability Office.

Action in the Senate
The Senate considered and passed H.R 1249, the “Leahy-Smith America Invents Act,” on a vote of 89-9. The bill would overhaul the U.S. patent system, changing how patents are awarded, reviewed and challenged. It would change the basis for awarding patents from a "first to invent" to a "first inventor to file" standard. It also would alter the process for challenging the validity of issued patents through the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office review proceedings, as well as authorize a re-examination of certain previously issued business method patents. It would require excess revenue from fees collected by the patent office to be set aside in an account for use pending further appropriations and would broaden the scope of the prior-user rights defense in infringement cases to include prior commercial use of a process. The bill will now be sent for the President’s signature.

Action in Senate Committees
The Committee on the Judiciary considered, amended and favorably reported S. 657, the “National Blue Alert Act,” on a 14-4 vote. The bill, which the FOP worked to develop and craft, would establish a “National Blue Alert” system for the local, regional and national dissemination of time-sensitive information to help identify a suspect in the event that a law enforcement officer is killed or seriously injured in the line of duty. Prior to the vote, Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman of the Committee, read the following statement into the record: 

“I know that the National Blue Alert bill is a priority for the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). The FOP reelected Chuck Canterbury of South Caroline as their National President during August. I congratulate National President Canterbury and the FOP Executive Director Jim Pasco on the work they and their members do. I try to see that we are responsive to their needs. Senator Cardin’s and Senator Graham’s Blue Alert bill is something they care about and that we should enact. It is a bipartisan bill deserving of bipartisan support.”


For additional information about the Committee’s action, see Item V.

The Appropriations Committee approved the FY 2012 Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies; Energy and Water Development; and Homeland Security Appropriations Bills.

The Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction held its first organizational meeting. 


III. UPDATE ON FOP TOP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
For the complete list of cosponsors for all of our top legislative priorities, or to find out if your Representative and Senators are cosponsors of specific bills, check out http://thomas.loc.gov.

A. Social Security Issues 

(1) Support the H.R. 1332 "Social Security Fairness Act"
We currently have one hundred and seven (107) cosponsors on H.R. 1332. Please note that this total differs slightly from THOMAS, as we are not including Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), who has limited voting rights on the floor.

In addition, National Legislative Office staff are actively working with staff in the office of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) on S. 113, the "Public Servant Retirement Protection Act." This legislation would not impact the Government Pension Offset (GPO) but would repeal the Windfall Elimination Provision and replace it with a more equitable, individualized calculation of Social Security benefits based on an individual’s entire work history. Currently, there are no cosponsors on the bill.

The FOP is also working with Representative Kevin P. Brady (R-TX) on a companion bill to S. 113. We can expect this legislation to be introduced soon.

(2) Opposing any legislation that would require the participation of public employees in Social Security
The FOP will continue to lobby against this scheme and oppose any legislation which would mandate participation in Social Security.

B. Support the "Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act"
This legislation, which would guarantee the right of public safety employees to bargain collectively with their employers over hours, wages and conditions of employment, has not yet been introduced. 

C. Support H.R. 1789, the "State and Local Law Enforcement Discipline, Accountability and Due Process Act"
We currently have six (6) cosponsors on H.R. 1789.

The Senate companion bill has not yet been introduced, but staff in the National Legislative Office has met with staff in the office of Senator Amy J. Klobuchar (D-MN) to discuss the legislation.

D. Support the H.R. 327, the "Law Enforcement Officers’ Equity Act" and S. 985, the “Law Enforcement Officers’ Retirement Equity Act”

We currently have a total of ten (10) cosponsors on H.R. 327.

We currently have no cosponsors on S. 985.

E. Support the H.R. 324, legislation giving Federal law enforcement officers employed by the U.S. Department of Defense statutory arrest authority 
We currently have a total of ten (10) cosponsors on H.R. 324.

A Senate companion bill has not yet been introduced.


IV. FOP NEWS: VP BIDEN BRIEFS FOP LEADERS ON JOBS PLAN, INCLUDES $4 BILLION FOR COPS HIRING PROGRAM

Chuck Canterbury, National President of the Fraternal Order of Police, joined Vice President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. on a conference call with other law enforcement leaders to brief them on elements of the Administration's jobs plan which will be laid out by President Barack H. Obama II in a speech to a joint session of Congress tonight.

Vice President Biden revealed that the Administration will call on Congress to make $4 billion available for the hiring program administered by the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). He noted that there were approximately 30,000 unfilled law enforcement positions nationwide and more than 10,000 officers who have been laid off in just the past year.

In 2009, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provided the COPS program $1 billion dollars, yet the office received nearly $8 billion in requests. In the most recent fiscal year, the COPS office received only $300,000,000 and received more than $5 billion in funding requests.

"These requests demonstrate a legitimate need in law enforcement," said Vice President Biden. "We do not need to apologize. This funding is needed. There is a direct correlation between the number of officers and the safety of officers on the beat."

Vice President Biden also singled out the FOP specifically, thanking them for our past support and describing us as a "great friend." He exhorted our members to stand with him in the battles to come. The funding will be more flexible than previous hiring programs and allow Federal monies to be used to hire, rehire or retain law enforcement officers.

Canterbury, who was the first caller to be recognized by the Vice President, said, "We will be there for you and for the COPS program, just as we have been since 1994."

The Vice President also mentioned the Administration's efforts to develop and pass legislation to allocate the "D Block" of spectrum directly to public safety and use $10 billion from the sale of other spectrum to fund the build out of a nationwide broadband network for public safety. The sale of other spectrum is anticipated to raise more than $28 billion in revenue, which many will insist be diverted for other purposes. The Vice President vowed to fight to make sure that $10 billion went to fund the public safety network.

"As you know, Mr. Vice President, the FOP immediately endorsed your approach once you pledged that the network build out would be funded by revenues from the auction," Canterbury said on the call. "It was your efforts that brought us aboard and we fully support this shared goal."

The Vice President closed the call by remarking, "If there is any definition of a middle-class American, it's a cop." He said the Administration's plan is designed for middle class Americans and to help them keep their homes and to keep or find a job. The plan would reduce payroll taxes by half, putting more than a thousand dollars annually in the pocket of working Americans.

"This is not a problem that we can deal with on a local, State or regional basis," Canterbury said following the call. "This is a national issue and must be addressed at the national level."

National Vice President Ed Brannigan, National Treasurer Tom Penoza, Executive Director Jim Pasco and Senior Legislative Liaison Tim Richardson were also on the call.


V. FOP NEWS: FOP’S NATION BLUE ALERT BILL PASSED BY SENATE COMMITTEE

Chuck Canterbury, National President of the Fraternal Order of Police, welcomed news that S. 657, the "National Blue Alert Act," sponsored by Senators Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD) and Lindsay O. Graham was considered and favorably reported by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary today on a 14-4 vote.

"We are very grateful to the bill's sponsors and cosponsors for their support and, as always, to Chairman Leahy for ensuring its consideration by his committee," Canterbury said. "With his support, we are optimistic that we can get this bill to a vote on the Senate floor."

Senator Patrick J. Leahy (D-VT), Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, is an original cosponsor of the bill, as are fellow Judiciary Committee members Senators Graham (R-SC), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Christopher A. Coons (D-DE), Amy J. Klobuchar (D-MN), Jon Kyl (R-AZ) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI). On behalf of the sponsors, Chairman offered a substitute amendment for consideration by the Committee, and Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) asked that she be added as a cosponsor of the substitute amendment. The amended legislation would establish a "National Blue Alert" system for the local, regional and national dissemination of time-sensitive information to help identify a suspect in the event that a law enforcement officer is killed or seriously injured in the line of duty. 

"The FOP worked with staff in the offices of Senators Cardin and Graham to make minor adjustments to the language to clarify the definition of law enforcement officer and to streamline the program more efficiently within the Justice Department," Canterbury said. "We also included language that will ensure that the FOP has a role in the advisory group to assist in efforts to expand the Blue Alert program."

Prior to the bill's consideration, Chairman Leahy talked about the importance of the bill to the law enforcement community. He singled out the Fraternal Order of Police for its efforts in support of the measure and offered his congratulations to National President Canterbury, noting his re-election at the National Biennial Conference earlier last month.

"Senators Cardin, Graham and Chairman Leahy put a lot of effort into this legislation and worked very closely with our own National Legislative Office to develop this bill and deserve our thanks," Canterbury said. "I look forward to working with them and Senate leadership to secure time on the Senate floor for the consideration of the bill."

The Judiciary Committee approved the bill on a 14-4 vote, with Senators Jefferson B. Sessions III (R-AL), Orrin G. Hatch (R-UT), Thomas A. Coburn, MD (R-OK), and Michael S. Lee (R-UT) voting against the bill.


VI. FOP NEWS: Help the FOP Foundation by singing up for the FOPConnect
With the summer issue of the FOP Journal and biennial conference in Salt Lake City, 911Media is launching a campaign to raise money for the FOP Foundation. Between July 1 and September 30, 2011, 911Media will donate $1 to the Foundation for every FOP member in good standing who completes a new registration at FOPConnect .com. The promotion is announced in the upcoming summer issue of the Journal.

In order to make it successful, we need your help. Please reach out to your members and ask them to sign up to receive the electronic newsletters. Use your lodge website, publications, email, meetings and other means of communication during the 90-day period to encourage their membership to sign up. 

We could potentially raise upwards of $321,000 for the FOP Foundation and in doing so, stay informed with the FOP and trends in law enforcement at the same time. Remember, the clock is ticking!!! This donation offer ends September 30th.


Support the National FOP Foundation--sign up for FOP Connect!


VII. Do Your Friends Get Grassroots?
Make sure your friends and coworkers know about our weekly updates! The grassroots emails are the most accurate source of information about the FOP on the Hill­ covering information on meetings, bills, and events.

To add your name from our mailing list, please send an email to grassroots@fop.net with ADD and the State in which you live, in the Subject Line.


VIII. NFOP PAC 2011 Official Pocket Knife Campaign Continues
Pocket knives are selling fast! Get your pocket knife now before they sell out! For information on the knife and how to order, please visit our website at http://www.fop.net/legislative/pac/knife.shtml or contact the National Legislative Office at (202) 547-8189.


IX. National Legislative Office is now on Facebook!
Because our grassroots are so important to our efforts on Capitol Hill, we have created a National Legislative Office Facebook page to keep our members informed.

Take a moment now to join our Facebook page to stay current with the latest information from Washington, D.C. Please feel free to join in any of our discussions and don't forget to invite all your FOP brothers and sisters to join!



